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Description

The Revelation of Nature is an epic orchestral tone poem with overture and four half-hour
movements, each an individualtone poem, chronicling a year-long trek through the seasons
of the wilderness from summer to spring by an individual disillusioned with man-made
(literally) religions and seeking true understanding of the world. Throughout the journey there
is an unseen guide pointing out the way and important observations to make. Near the
conclusion of the fourth movement the guide is revealed, thus the title of the work. The
protagonist, having completed the journey and now understanding many things, vows to
teach humanity to work with Nature rather than against it and to cease wasting time
concerning and fighting over meaningless and arbitrary human-made religious requirements
and rituals. Thriving by understanding and respecting the grand Creation was the intent of
the Creator and is all that is required. The work concludes with an awe-inspiring grand
orchestral celebration as Nature rejoices that at least one human now understands.

The overture is based on melodious woodland themes from the first, second, and fourth
movements. The music opens with a yearning and contemplative theme and softly builds to
a very dramatic recapitulation before concluding in serenity with the revelation music from
near the end of the fourth movement.

The work was begun in 1969, and the first draft was completed in 2003. Inspiration came
from countless long walks through the wilderness by the composer who essentially made
this journey over the years and in many ways the work is autobiographical. Inspiration also
came from travels through the spectacular Colorado Rocky Mountains in 1969 and 1979.

Performance notes

The music is meant to be performed with great expression — avoid playing in strict time — use
rubato throughout—even brief holds on sonorous notes. The opening six measures represent
a horn call that is optional for piano.

The music marked molto rubato from measures 50 to 56 should be performed with
expressive note to note variations in tempo.

The music becomes dramatic at measure 74 and the tempo increases but take care not to
play too loud so there can be a very dramatic crescendo at measure 80.

The grand recapitulation of the opening theme at measure 83 should be played orchestrally
and with full sonority of the piano.

The concluding music from measure 108 should be performed very tranquilly as the mood
is of pure peace with oneself and the world in the presence of Father Nature, a.k.a., the
Creator, in concert with Mother Nature, who established the operating relationships.
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